gance, repelled him. The strange story that ran so unevenly through the unlettered gospels required some proof; and Paul merely flung back his questions with disdain. Was he to submit implicitly to these apparently ignorant men ? It was Cicero who had lit up for him the vision of the far-off hills where truth dwelt ; he expected to feel the solid ground beneath him, and see the path ahead at every step. Moreover, truth was to bring harmony into his thoughts ; this story of Christ only widened the gulf between his idea of God and his experience of life. He closed the Scripture, not in pride but in perplexity and sorrow, and looked out on the ways of life.
Harnack has said that the three religions which disputed the soul of humanity in this fateful fourth century were Christianity, Neo - Platonism, and Manicheeism. Others regard Mithraism as the serious rival of Christianity ; the popular impression would have it to be the ancient Roman religion. Certainly, what was already being called